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REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS 
HYDROGEOLOGICAL DESIGN SERVICES 

Borax Drive 
 
 
BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 
The Henderson Water Utility (HWU) is requesting Statements of Qualifications (SOQ) from 
qualified firms licensed in the Commonwealth of Kentucky to provide engineering services for 
investigation, evaluation and design of a well or wells to produce non-potable process water on 
property owned by the City of Henderson and the Henderson Water Utility, located on Borax 
Drive in Henderson, Kentucky.   

The selected consultant will provide the following services: 

• Project kickoff meeting with City of Henderson and HWU for proper identification of 
project scope and alignment of expectations. 

• Review of historical test well results/studies. 
• Survey of site and of any possible alternate location(s). 
• Geotechnical investigation of site, including a test well(s).   Consultant shall either self-

perform this work or assist HWU in acquiring these services through a separate contract 
with a geotech firm. 

• Preparation of a preliminary design report with alternatives for consideration by City 
and HWU, including detailed cost estimates.  Report shall include a recommendation for 
proposed non-potable water rates. 

• Preparation of “shovel ready” construction plans. 
 
It is the intention of the City of Henderson to use the availability of non-potable process water 
as an incentive to prospective industrial park tenants.   There is no guarantee that the well field 
will be constructed. 

Response should be both thorough and concise, detailing experience, personnel, and 
references relevant to water well evaluation and design.  Engineering firms that have not 
provided ongoing water well evaluation and design services for a period of at least five years 
need not apply. 
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EVALUATION CRITERIA 
Statements of Qualifications will be evaluated on the following criteria with a total maximum 
score of 60 points. 
 

I. Experience:  20 points 
Include information related to the respondent’s ability to satisfy the technical 
components described here.  This information should include verifiable experience 
on similar projects in the last five years including project location, date, description, 
actual cost, time to completion, and description of engineering services provided. 

 
II. Existing Client References: 20 points 

Include a list of five clients, and recent applicable water well projects performed for 
each, including project description, fees, and client contact information. 
 

III. Project Approach: 20 points 
Provide a description of the firm’s approach to the project, including a general 
description of the proposed design effort, based on a notice to proceed within 45 
days from the date the SOQ is due.   
 

SELECTION PROCESS 
There will be no formal opening of the proposals received. 

The selection process will include an evaluation by staff of the Henderson Water Utility, who 
will make a recommendation to the Henderson Water and Sewer Commission.    

Interested firms should submit six copies of their Statement of Qualifications to: 

Tom Williams, P.E. 
Henderson Water Utility 
111 Fifth Street 
Henderson KY 42420 

Statements of Qualifications must be received no later than 1:30 p.m. (CDT), 20 June 2018. 
 
Questions related to this Request for Qualifications should be directed to Tom Williams, P.E., 
270.826.2421, or at williamst@hkywater.org. 
 
RFQ’s, Clarifications and Addenda may be obtained from: 

HWU website:   http://tinyurl.com/hwu-bids 

 HWU Bobby Gish Administration Building:  111 Fifth Street, Henderson, KY  42420 

The Water and Sewer Commission reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals in 
whole or in part and to waive informalities and/or technicalities. Conflicts of interest, gratuities 
and kickbacks as defined and provided for in KRS 45A.455 are absolutely prohibited. 
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BACKGROUND 

The Henderson Water Utility (HWU) delivers water to approximately 45,000 customers from a 
centrally located Water Treatment Plant (the North WTP, or NWTP) in the City of Henderson.  
The raw water source is an intake located on the Ohio River at river mile 803.6, left bank.  The 
NWTP has a rated capacity of 12.0 mgd. 

At present, the capacity of the existing plant is sufficient to meet peak demand. HWU’s 
objectives over the next several years include managing the system to maintain capacity of the 
existing plant, water tanks and distribution system, while planning for future capacity 
expansion to meet long-term demands, improve redundancy of supply and protect water 
assets.  

The current Raw Water Intake is a former power plant cooling water intake constructed in 
1955.  The power plant has been demolished, and the former owner of the facility (Henderson 
Municipal Power and Light) turned over the intake to HWU in 2008.  In 2011-2012, HWU 
completed a renovation of the intake, which increased its capacity to 16 mgd.  It is HWU’s plan 
to continue using the current intake for the foreseeable future. 

In 2000 and 2001, an investigation was made, and test wells drilled in anticipation of using a 
different source for raw water.  Results and data from that study are attached.  The switch to 
bank filtration was not pursued.   

In 2015, the City of Henderson purchased 123 acres at the current end of Borax Drive within the 
City for development as an industrial park.  An additional 72 acres formerly owned by the 
Nature Conservancy was purchased later that year.  The Nature Conservancy property is 
encumbered by a conservation easement that restricts its development.  HWU currently owns 
50 acres of undeveloped land adjacent to the future industrial park.   

One of the test wells drilled in 2000 was on the City’s industrial park property.   Based on that 
study, the City and HWU wish to investigate the practicality of providing non-potable industrial 
process water to future tenants in the industrial park, as an incentive to locate there.   The 
conceptual plan includes HWU maintaining ownership of the well, pumping and distribution 
system, and operating the system in conjunction with our current status as the provider of 
potable water services. 

   

 














